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sion to the various proposals for school bills presented to
me from time to time.

In the domain of finance, my assent to any reform in
taxation was always subordinate to the desire not to use
those direct taxes which are independent of the taxpayer's
property as a standard for future annual additions. AI*
though the injustice once committed by the imposition
of a ground and house tax could not be removed, it is not
on that account consistent with justice to repeat it by
annual additions. Scholz, my last colleague in the Fi-
nance Ministry, with whom I always maintained friendly
relations, shared this view, but had to contend against the
parliamentary and ministerial difficulties in the way of a
remedy. The combative forces among his officials were
doubtless glad of the freer movement which they experi-
enced after I had left the ministry. Demands with which
I could for many years find no agreement in the Finance
Ministry were self-assessment and a higher taxation of
income from foreign securities than from German, a sort
of protective tariff for German securities, and of interest
on invested capital compared with money which had to be
earned afresh every year. In the domain of agriculture, the
removal of the agrarian pressure which I was supposed to
exercise chiefly benefited diseased swine and the cattle
plague, as well as those higher and lower officials to
whose lot fell the task of combating in parliament and
in the country the lying party-cry about raising the price
of food. The disposition to yield in this domain and the
facilities given to French communication with Alsace
(revoked, after unpleasant experiences, in February 1891}
are to my mind the common expression of a cowardice

which is ready to sacrifice the future for a little more
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